Chapter 1 – Democracy in the United States

Reading Comprehension Quiz:
Multiple Choice:

1. The permanent campaign has made Americans


A) oppose corporate campaign contributions.


B) less supportive and trusting of government.


C) turn out to vote in greater numbers.


D) more interested in elections.


E)  show greater interest in third parties.

Answer: B

Skill level:  Analysis
Reference:  L.O. 1.1, pp.  3-6

2.   What type of government does the United States have?


A) representative democracy


B) pure democracy


C) direct democracy


D) oligarchy


E) prospective democracy

Answer: A

Skill level:  Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12

3.  Because each public official answers to a somewhat different constituency, representatives often find 


A) it hard to reach agreement.


B) their electoral incentive is undermined.


C) that most people don't have conflicting values.


D) that radical reforms generally favor more elections.


E) it is easy to take positions contrary to those of their own constituency.

Answer: A

Skill level:  Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12

4.  A proposed law or amendment placed on the ballot by citizen petition is called a(n) 


A) initiative. 


B) referendum. 


C) recall. 


D) primary.


E) proposition. 

Answer: A

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
5.  A democracy is a system in which 


A) power is held by a small group of people. 


B) governmental powers are held by a single person or group. 


C) power is shared by all citizens. 


D) government is unnecessary.


E) power is gained through heredity. 

Answer: C 

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.3, pp. 7-9

6.  In the trustee model of representation


A) the representative acts in what s/he believes is in best interest of his/her constituents.


B) most deliberation occurs during the campaign.


C) voters are viewed as being better able to make decisions than are representatives.


D) representatives are viewed as being less informed than voters.


E) the belief is that a small number of people should make the decisions.
Answer: A

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12

7.  Special interest groups and other minority interests often gain advantage in politics through 


A) low voter participation rates. 


B) primary elections. 


C) the candidates’ need for campaign resources. 


D) poorly informed voters.


E) all of the above 

Answer: E 

Skill level: Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20

8.  Which of these characterizes people who vote in primaries?


A) They are usually more involved  in politics.


B) They are usually younger.


C) They are usually more liberal.


D) They are usually more conservative.


E) They are generally single-issue voters.

Answer: A

Skill level:  Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.6, pp. 20-22

9.  Continuous electioneering creates a system that 


A) yields the solutions to important policy problems. 


B) is inefficient and leads to stalemate. 


C) facilitates effective action.


D) invigorates the electorate. 


E) allows for more discussion of issues. 

Answer: B 

Skill level: Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.7, pp. 22-26
10.  Which of these highlights the advantages of more widespread participation in the electoral process? 


A) The needs of once-excluded groups are now given at least some consideration.


B) Citizens are much happier with government and government policies.


C) More elections and greater participation make it easier to plan for the long run.


D) Greater participation leads to easier compromises between disparate groups.


E) Citizens increase their participation when more opportunities are provided.
Answer: A

Skill level:  Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.7, pp. 22-26
11.  An indirect form of democracy in which the people choose leaders to fill government posts is called ________ democracy. 


A) popular 
B) representative
C) pure

D) direct
E) republican 

Answer: B 

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference:  L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12

12.  Among the checks and balances used by the framers to limit governmental power is 


A) the division of power between different branches of government. 


B) having all representatives chosen in the same election. 


C) having elected officials with similar constituencies and terms. 


D) centralizing power in the national government.


E) giving citizens the right to recall elected officials. 

Answer: A 

Skill level: Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12

13.  A law or constitutional amendment proposed by a legislature or city council that does not go into effect until the majority of voters approve it is called a(n) 


A) approval ballot. 


B) initiative. 


C) referendum. 


D) recall.


E) primary. 

Answer: C 

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
14.   The _______ was created to eliminate the corruption and unresponsiveness that accompanied deal making by "party bosses."


A) primary election

B) Democratic Party


C) Republican Party


D) designated election day

E) political party
Answer: A

Skill level:  Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
15.  “Electoral incentive” is


A) the desire to be elected and re-elected.


B) good and effective public policy.


C) the desire to promote the public good.


D) the desire for power and influence.


E) the desire for fair elections.

Answer: A

Skill level:  Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.7, pp. 22-26
True/False
1. Twenty-four hour news services have greatly contributed to the permanent campaign. 

Answer: TRUE 

Skill level: Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20

2.  The permanent campaign has made Americans more supportive and trusting of government.

Answer: FALSE

Skill level:  Analysis
Reference:  L.O. 1.7, pp. 22-26
3.  Groups that vote at a higher rate have more influence on policy.

Answer: TRUE

Skill level: Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.6, pp. 20-22

4.  Initiatives allow citizens to propose and enact legislation. 

Answer: TRUE 

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20

5.  The United States is a direct democracy. 

Answer: FALSE

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference:  L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12
6.  Decay of party organization has helped contribute to the permanent campaign.

Answer: TRUE

Skill level:  Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20

7.
Each national office was assigned a separate constituency in order to limit the powers of government. 

Answer: TRUE

Skill level: Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12
8.  A trustee does what is best for the people rather than what the people want.

Answer: TRUE

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12

9.  By their very nature, governments threaten human liberty, so suspicion of government is healthy. 

Answer: TRUE 

Skill level:  Evaluation
Reference: L.O. 1.2, pp. 6-7

      10.  More direct popular involvement in government insures an end to policy gridlock.

Answer:  FALSE

Skill level:  Evaluation

Reference: L.O. 1.7, pp. 22-26

Chapter Exam:
Multiple Choice

1. The blurring of the line between electioneering and governing is known as


A)  the 24 hour news cycle.


B)  the poll driven life.


C)  the permanent campaign.


D)  government by polls.


E)  the campaign.

Answer: C

Skill Level:  Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.1, pp.  3-6
2. Frustrated with the current state of American democracy, many Americans support
A)  more frequent elections to make elected officials more accountable.

B)  limits on the number of terms elected officials may serve.

C)  allowing elected representatives to be impeached.

D)  streamlining the recall election process so that unpopular officials could be removed before their terms expire.

E)  reducing the power of elected officials and turning more power over to professional government “technocrats.”

Answer:  B

Skill Level:  Analysis

Reference:  L.O. 1.1, pp. 3-6
3. Overall since 1964,  the trust of Americans in government


A) has increased exponentially.


B) has decreased only marginally.


C) has steadily declined.


D) is about the same.


E) none of the above

Answer: C

Skill level:  Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.1, pp. 3-6
4. Who said “government is not reason, it is not eloquence—it is force”?


A)  Max Weber


B)  Mao Zedong


C)  Dick Cheney


D)  George Washington


E)  James Madison

Answer:  D

Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.2, pp. 6-7
5. How many types or categories of government did Aristotle identify?


A)  2

B)  3

C)  4

D)  5

E)  6

Answer:  B

Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.3, pp. 7-9 
6. An aristocracy is


A)  a system in which government is formed by a few leaders who gain office by means of military power, or membership in a single political party.


B)  a system of government that behaves much as a selfish mob, reacting without reflection and jumping to conclusions without due deliberation.


C)  a system in which all citizens participate personally in making government decisions.


D)  a system in which individuals, periodically chosen by citizens, make government decisions.


E)  a government of the few in which the leaders are chosen by virtue of their birth into noble families.

Answer:  E

Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O 1.3, pp. 7-9
7. An oligarchy is


A)  a system in which government is formed by a few leaders who gain office by means of military power, or membership in a single political party.


B)  a system of government that behaves much as a selfish mob, reacting without reflection and jumping to conclusions without due deliberation.


C)  a system in which all citizens participate personally in making government decisions.


D)  a system in which individuals, periodically chosen by citizens, make government decisions.


E)  a government of the few in which the leaders are meritorious and chosen by virtue of their birth into noble families.

Answer:  A

Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O.  1.3, pp. 7-9
8. Aristotle was concerned that democracy could degenerate or pervert itself into a form of government in which 


A)  a few leaders take over by means of military power or membership in a single political party.


B)  government behaves much as a selfish mob, reacting without reflection and jumping to conclusions without due deliberation.


C)  people would have to spend their entire lives attending meetings, debating, and voting in order to consider and decide all the questions that come up for their consideration and no work would get done, causing economic collapse.


D)  people would delegate power to representatives to make government decisions.


E)  leaders were chosen by virtue of their birth into popular families.

Answer:  B

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.3, pp. 7-9
9. Which of the following is the best example of representative democracy?


A)  the ancient Athenian assembly


B)  the Roman Senate


C)  the Chinese government since World War II


D)  a New England town hall meeting


E)  the U.S. government

Answer:  E

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12
10. Prospective voting is most closely related to which of the following? 


A)  initiatives


B)  the delegate model of representation


C)  referenda


D)  the trustee model of representation


E)  recall elections

Answer: B

Skill level:  Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12
11. Individuals, periodically chosen by citizens, who have the authority to decide what governments do are called


A)  advocates.       B)  proxies.       C)  constituents.       D)  representatives.       E)  party leaders.

Answer: D

Skill level:  Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12
12. Someone who reflects the opinions of those who elected him or her to office is 


A)  a delegate.


B)  a trustee.


C)  a constituent.


D)  an advocate.


E)  a party leader.

Answer: A

Skill level:  Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12
13. The connection between elections and the future direction of public policies is strongest with


A)  retrospective voting.


B)  an oligarchy.


C)  a system of checks and balances.


D)  prospective voting.


E)  representative democracy.

Answer: D

Skill level:  Analysis

Reference: L.0. 1.4, pp. 9-12

14. Someone who acts in the best interests of the citizens rather than according to the citizens’ stated preferences is 


A)   a delegate.


B)  a trustee.


C)  a constituent.


D)  an advocate.


E) a party leader.

Answer: B

Skill level:  Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12
15. A constituent is someone who


A)  acts on behalf of the interests of the citizens rather than according to the citizens’ expressed preferences.


B)  reflects the opinions of those who elected him or her to office.


C)  cares so deeply about a particular issue that their votes are determined by a candidate’s position on this one issue.

D)  has the authority to decide what government does.


E)  is entitled to vote for the holder of an office.

Answer: E

Skill level:  Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12
16. The trustee model of representation seems to work best when voters engage in


A)  primary elections.


B)  referenda.


C)  retrospective voting.


D)  general elections.


E)  prospective voting.

Answer: C

Skill level:  Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12
17. Which of these represents the direction of the new American democracy?


A) An increasing proportion of the population has gained full rights of citizenship.


B) The connection between representatives and the public has become increasingly direct.


C) National institutions have become more open to popular influence.


D) The number and frequency of elections have increased.


E) All of the above are correct.

Answer: E

Skill level:  Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
18. The elections in the United States that receive the most media attention are 


A) national.       
B) state.
C) local. 
D) municipal.
E) party. 

Answer: A 

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
19. Governors are chosen by


A)  state elections.


B)  appointment of state legislatures.


C)  congressional appointment.


D)  the president.


E)  local elections.

Answer:  A

Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
20. A primary election is


A)  the final step in selecting an office holder.


B)  an election in which citizens may attempt to remove incumbent public officials before the completion of their terms.


C)  an election in which a proposed law or amendment is placed on the ballot by citizen petition.


D)  an election in which a law or amendment proposed by a legislature or city council is placed on the ballot for popular approval.


E)  an election in which a political party chooses its nominees.

Answer:  E

Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
21. The United States has ________ elections than (as) any other country. 


A) about the same number of 


B) far fewer 


C) fewer 


D) more


E) twice as many 

Answer: D 

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
22. Which of these elections is the final step in selecting an office holder?


A) general election


B) primary election


C) responsible election


D) recall election


E) prospective election

Answer: A

Skill level:  Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
23. A recall election is


A)  the final step in selecting an office holder.


B)  an election in which citizens may attempt to remove incumbent public officials before the completion of their terms.


C)  an election in which a proposed law or amendment is placed on the ballot by citizen petition.


D)  an election in which a law or amendment proposed by a legislature or city council is placed on the ballot for popular approval.


E)  an election in which a political party chooses its nominees.

Answer:  B

Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
24.   An initiative refers to an electoral process in which


A)  party leaders choose the nominees of a political party.


B)  citizens may attempt to remove incumbent public officials before the completion of their terms.


C)  a law or constitutional amendment proposed by a legislature or city council must be approved by the majority of voters before going into effect.


D)  party members, instead of party leaders, choose nominees of a political party.


E)  a proposed law or amendment is placed on the ballot by citizen petition.

Answer:  E

Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
25. In state elections, voters choose


A) the governor.


B) representatives to the state legislature.


C) mayors.


D) A and B are correct.


E) A, B, and C are correct.

Answer: D

Skill level:  Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
26. A referendum refers to an electoral process in which


A)  party leaders choose the nominees of a political party.


B)  citizens may attempt to remove incumbent public officials before the completion of their terms.


C)  a law or constitutional amendment proposed by a legislature or city council must be approved by the majority of voters before going into effect.


D)  party members, instead of party leaders, choose nominees of a political party.


E)  a proposed law or amendment is placed on the ballot by citizen petition.

Answer:  C

Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
27. Dissatisfied citizens may attempt to remove incumbent public officials before the completion of their terms through 


A) initiatives. 


B) referenda. 


C) general elections. 


D) recall elections.


E) primary elections. 

Answer: D 

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
28. The elections in which the party chooses its nominees are called 


A) nonpartisan.      B) primaries.      C) nominations.      D) recalls.      E) referenda. 

Answer: B 

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
29. When comparing elections in democracies around the world,

A) British citizens vote more than in any other democracy in the world.


B) Mexican citizens vote more than in any other democracy in the world.


C) Canadian citizens vote much less than those in the United States.


D)Citizens of Mexico, Canada, and Britain all vote more than citizens of the United States.


E) United State citizens vote much more than those in Britain but less than those in Canada.

Answer: C

Skill level: Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
30. Canada


A) holds more elections than the United States but fewer than Mexico.


B) holds more elections than the United States but fewer than Britain.


C) holds fewer elections than the United States.


D) never holds elections.


E) none of the above

Answer: C

Skill level:  Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
31. All of the following factors contribute to the development of the permanent campaign EXCEPT 


A) spread of primaries. 


B) decay of party organizations. 


C) rise of mass communications and polling.


D) the increase in interest groups. 


E) rise of third parties. 

Answer: E 

Skill level: Comprehension
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
32. Many political scientists view parties as 


A) no good. 


B) essential to representative democracy. 


C) insignificant indicators of popular sentiments. 


D) popular institutions with clear differences between the two major parties.


E) actually almost identical in the United States. 

Answer: B 

Skill level: Comprehension
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
33. How do most countries (excluding the United States) nominate candidates for office?


A) small groups of party leaders select the candidates


B) primary elections are held


C) recall elections are held


D) candidates are appointed by the head of state


E) by referendums

Answer: A

Skill level:  Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
34. A major reason for the creation of primary elections was to


A)  eliminate the corruption and unresponsiveness that accompanied deal making by "party bosses."


B)  guarantee that candidates had to be smart but not necessarily popular.


C)  concentrate control over the nominating process in the hands of a very few people.


D)  allow minority groups denied the right to vote in other forms of election to have a say.


E)  all of the above

Answer: A

Skill level:   Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
35. Which of the following statements about the effects of changing technology on campaigns is true?


A) The large number of cable television channels allows politicians to communicate with many more citizens.

B) Candidates have more trouble getting their names in the media.

C) Constant news coverage creates more quality information provided about candidates.

D) Web sites have not yet made much impact on campaigning.

E) New technology has had no real visible effect.
Answer: A

Skill level: Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
36. Which of the following has been an effect of the demand for 24 hour news coverage of politics? 


A)  It has allowed for more in depth and accurate coverage of important stories.

B)  Stories about candidates have focused more upon their personal lives and titillating information.

C)  Constant news coverage creates more quality information provided about candidates.

D)  It has delayed the ability of the internet to have a significant effect on campaigning.


E)  It has helped voters learn more about the political views of candidates so as to make better choices
Answer:  B
Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
37. How many states held presidential primaries in 2008?


A)  40          B)  30          C)  25          D)  20          E)  all states hold presidential primaries now.

Answer: A

Skill level:  Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
38. Which of the following is true of American public opinion polls?


A) Americans have had increasingly stronger opinions about politics since 1964.

B) The media has spent increasingly more time reporting on public opinion since 1964.


C) Since 1964, public opinion polls have become increasingly more accurate.


D) Since 1964, public opinion polls have become increasingly more divisive. 


E) all of the above

Answer: B

Skill level:  Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
39. Which of the following is NOT correct about campaign costs?


A) Incumbent senators must raise approximately $27,000 every week of their term to fund their reelection.


B) Polls and television advertisements cost a great deal of money.


C) The cost for running for the House of Representatives is about the same as it was in 1976.


D) The cost for running for the Senate is greater than the cost of running for the House.


E) Officeholders must continuously raise money for elections.

Answer: C

Skill level: Comprehension
 Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
40. In  the majority of  U.S. elections, most people 


A) do not vote. 


B) vote, but nothing more. 


C) participate actively beyond simply voting. 


D) work for candidates.


E) contribute money to campaigns. 

Answer: A 

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.6, pp. 20-22
41. Voter turnout is highest in 


A) national elections. 


B) state elections. 


C) local elections. 


D) primary elections.


E) trick question: voter turnout is not significantly different for any type of these elections.

Answer: A 

Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.6, pp. 20-22
42. Groups of people who vote at higher rates have 


A) no influence. 


B) little influence. 


C) more influence. 


D) less influence.


E.  about the same amount of influence. 

Answer: C 

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.6, pp. 20-22
43. The most popular form of political participation is


A)  giving money.

B)   volunteering to work for a campaign.

C)  attending campaign rallies.

D)  displaying a campaign bumper sticker or yard sign.

E)  voting.

Answer:  E

Skill level:  Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.6, pp. 20-22
44. Which group of people tends to vote most often?


A)  the young


B)  the elderly


C)  the poor


D)  the uneducated

E)   Voter turnout is not significantly different for any type of voter.

Answer: B

Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.6, pp. 20-22
45. Single issue voters 


A)  always vote.


B)  always vote for the same party.


C)  care deeply about one particular issue.


D)  are virtually non-existent today.


E)  B and D

Answer: C

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.6, pp. 20-22
46. Volunteers who work in campaigns 


A) are more likely to be single-issue voters than are other, less politically active citizens. 


B) tend to be more moderate than average voters. 


C) have little influence on the political process.


D) generally do not vote. 


E) all of the above 

Answer: A 

Skill level: Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.6, pp. 20-22
47. Some scholars argue that moving to even more responsive American democracy can 

A)  further erode public input into policy making.

B)  increase the impact of political parties.

C)  lessen the impact of special interest groups.

D)  create policy gridlock.

E) help develop effective policies. 

Answer: D
Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.7, pp. 22-26
48. The desire to be elected or re-elected to office is known as


A)  the professionalization of politics.


B)  the electoral incentive.


C)  the permanent campaign.


D)  prospective voting.


E)  retrospective voting. 

Answer: B

Skill level:  Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.7, pp. 22-26
49. According to the authors, Americans are growing increasingly unhappy with their government because 


A) there are fewer opportunities to participate in politics. 


B) we often have unrealistic standards for evaluating government performance. 


C) citizens have few opportunities to impact the political debate. 


D) the government does not work.


E) taxes continue to rise. 

Answer: B 

Skill level: Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.7, pp. 22-26
50. In general, the American system provides


A) a government that is less discriminatory than other governments.


B) a government where Americans can speak their minds more freely than in most other countries.


C) a government that has a better record than most at protecting Americans against foreign aggression.


D) citizens with the ability to find out what their government is doing with relative ease.


E) All of the above.

Answer: E

Skill level:  Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.7, pp. 22-26
True/False Questions:

1. Barack Obama became a viable presidential candidate after he gave the keynote address at the 2004 Democratic National Convention.

Answer: TRUE

Skill level:  Comprehension
Reference: L.O. 1.1, pp.  3-6

2. In the new American democracy, elections and governance are separate and distinct.

Answer: FALSE
Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.1, pp.  3-6

3. The Roman Senate operated as a direct democracy.

Answer: FALSE
Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.3, pp. 7-9

4. A democracy is a government in which citizens share power.

Answer: TRUE
Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.3, pp. 7-9

5. Most political scientists feel that a direct democracy in which citizens decided policies by Internet voting would be an effective way to reform democracy in the U.S.

Answer:  False

Skill level:  Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12
6. Most modern democracies are representative in nature.

Answer: TRUE

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12
7. Edmund Burke’s support for the Declaration of Independence is an example of a representative acting as a trustee instead of following public opinion.

Answer: TRUE
Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12
8. Originally, U.S. Senators were appointed by state legislatures.

Answer: TRUE
Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12
9. Originally, the President of the U.S. was elected by a majority of the direct popular vote.

Answer: FALSE
Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12
10. Americans choose hundreds of thousands of elected officials. 

Answer: TRUE 

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
11. Federal judges are elected.

Answer: FALSE

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
12. A similarity between the American and British political systems is that in neither country do citizens directly vote for the country’s leader.

Answer:  TRUE
Skill level:  Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
13. As a result of the permanent campaign status in the U.S., democracy has become more responsive than deliberative.

Answer: TRUE

Skill level: Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
14. John McCain captured the nomination of the Republican Party in 2008 despite the fact that he had been a long-term maverick and, as such, was disliked by key party leaders.

Answer: TRUE
Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
15. Primaries were developed in an effort to reduce corruption.

Answer: TRUE

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
16. Technology has not played a role in the formation of interest groups. 

Answer: FALSE

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
17. Candidates must spend a great deal of time raising money for their long campaigns.

Answer: TRUE

Skill level: Knowledge
Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
18. Because of their 6-year terms, Senators have been largely insulated from feeling the electoral sensitivity brought about by the new American democracy and the permanent campaign.

Answer:  FALSE
Skill level:  Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
19. Elected officials appear to pay the same attention to the demands of people who do not vote as they do to those who vote frequently.

Answer:  FALSE
Skill level:  Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.6, pp. 20-22
20. An individual is more likely to vote than to give money, attend a campaign rally, or even display a campaign bumper sticker or yard sign.

Answer:  TRUE
Skill level:  Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.6, pp. 20-22
21. Most Americans pay only scant attention to debates in Congress, the details of particular issues, or even lively campaign debates.

Answer: TRUE
Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.6, pp. 20-22
22. As the United States has moved in the direction of a more inclusive, responsive democracy, there have been many indisputable improvements, such as the incorporation of women, minorities, and many other previously excluded groups into the mainstream of American politics.

Answer: TRUE
Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.7, pp. 22-26
23. At the same time that the United States has moved in the direction of a more inclusive, responsive democracy, there has been an increase in dissatisfaction with government among the population.

Answer: TRUE
Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.7, pp. 22-26
24. Few elected officials have honeymoons that last beyond their first few months in office.  

Answer: TRUE 

Skill level: Analysis
Reference: L.O. 1.7, pp. 22-26
25.  Increasing popular influence on government may contribute to greater policy gridlock.

Answer:  TRUE

Skill level:  Analysis

Reference:  L.O. 1.7, pp. 22-26

Short Answer Questions:
1. Explain what is meant by the "permanent" campaign.

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.1, pp. 3-6, L.O. 1.5, pp. 15-20

2. Identify and explain three reasons many Americans are unhappy with government.

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: Entire chapter
3. Define “government.”  What feature or features distinguish government from other social institutions?

Skill level: Knowledge

Reference: L.O. 1.2, pp. 6-7
4. Identify and describe Aristotle’s three types of government.

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.3, pp. 7-9
5. Compare and contrast representative democracy and direct democracy.

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12
6. Compare and contrast delegate and trustee models of representation.  Which is more democratic?

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12
7. Compare and contrast prospective and retrospective voting?

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12
8. What are recall elections and why are they significant? 

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
9. Discuss the role of initiatives in American democracy. 

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
10. Discuss how and why running for office and governing often now overlap.

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
11. Identify and explain three factors that have contributed to creating a permanent campaign.

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
12. Discuss the proliferation of polling and its effects on the democratic process.

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
13. Discuss the rise of campaign costs.  What has contributed to the rise in campaign costs?  How has the rise of campaign costs affected the way in which elections operate in the U.S.?

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
14. Who votes in the United States and who does not? What effect does this have on politics?

Skill level: Comprehension

Reference: L.O. 1.6, pp. 20-22
15. What do we mean when we talk about an “uninformed citizen,” and how do they affect elections?

Skill level: Comprehension

Reference: L.O. 1.6, pp. 20-22
Essay Questions:
1. What is the electoral incentive, and how does it affect our government (both positively and negatively)?

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.7, pp. 22-26
2. According to Aristotle, there are three different types of “good” government.  Discuss the characteristics and relative strengths and weaknesses of each of these types of government. 

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.3, pp. 7-9
3. How do delegate and trustee models of representation differ?  Compare the pros and cons of each type of representation.  

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12
4. Discuss how the connection between the public and their elected officials has changed over the years.  If it is stronger, why?  If it is weaker, why?

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.4, pp. 9-12
5. What is the permanent campaign?  What developments have contributed to the permanent campaign? How has the permanent campaign helped and/or harmed American democracy?
Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.1, pp. 3-6; L.O. 1.5, pp. 15-20
6. How have the rise of mass communication and changes in technology affected elections?

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
7. How do primaries contribute to very partisan candidates in the general election?

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.5, pp. 12-20
8. Explain the roles of single issue voters and uninformed citizens in the election process.

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.6, pp. 20-22
9. Discuss the merits and drawbacks of initiatives and referenda.

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.7, p. 22-26
10. Some reformers argue we should move away from a representative democracy and allow for more direct, popular control over the democratic process.  Discuss arguments for and against such reforms.

Skill level: Analysis

Reference: L.O. 1.4, 1.4, pp. 9-12; L.O. 1.7, pp. 22-26
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